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BILL 3111 JE and other Osage Indians, Murder 
Bear Sir: 

I teg t 9 call your attention to the reports 
Aated April, r 

; geh t F i nd lay dated April 16 , 1123 , and state that., the Osage 
Ihdian Counc i 1 , the guardians and attorneys for several ox 
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others have offered large rewards for the apprehension and 
conviction pf the guilty parties in this natter, ?hi s has ^ 
resulted in Osage County being overrun With private detectives 
and others e e ek i ng to share in the rewards. * ^ - ■ v, ;• v ;? 

Agent Wright has j us t been given thirty days leave of absence., 
r*ei€hout pay, so that he cannot give this matter further at- 
Mention- for that period, of time. On account of the fact that 

l»«nt Volofl 5 a in orm-rt. wfc R n mfl nlAfifi TlftArl V fill fhfi tifSfi 


^ _ ^ ^ __ _ 

.18 impossible to assign him to make this investigation, ... 

the reason that if he were assigned, he would only t> el able . 
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so 

51 ^; 

S 2 

dsaSSlf 


give it a dey or two at time, on account &f his being 
court at various places. ' At tbs present time there are only 
two field agents in this District during the leave of absence, 
of Ag®nt Wright . It will taken all their time to keep up:, 
other work, and we will perhaps r ini behind before .agent Wrigl^l 
returns. \ ‘ 

e that it would : necess i tate the time of an Agent for 
ays 7 >r more continuous effort at Fairfax and , vie inti 
do much good toward unravelling this milder. 






S il 80 a bate 

f* ttjgation should b 


pulf^her^fore request that a Special Agent with eons ide* 
;* istperienne be assigned^ oopeoially to this i^vestigati^ 

that an Agent who is assigned to thleirve 
e an Agent tilth a great deal of experience 
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•v* /• vi am attaching hereto a csonrauni ca- 

tion from the ^lehoraa ^ity office relative y 
to an investigation of one Bill Smith and ?< 
other o»age Indians, fou will note that the >• 
Agent in Charge requests the, services of v, 
an Agent outside of that .dist riot in view of. *? 
the shortage of hi a own office and it 
suggested, therefore i that Special Agent 
Wilcox of the Detroit office he detailed for .4 
this , assignment • , S’. \' .. 

If this meets with your approval 
and you will indicate the same, I will he ; r 
very glad to draft the necessaiy instruc- 
tions. 
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apartment of justice. 
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Oklahoma City* Okla#, Kay 25 1923* 
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Washington# 


Two atop Vo new developments Osage Indian oaae either State or 
federal* 



\ 


Findlay* 


Heed# 7:10 ?, K. 
Weooded LGS. 


s \ <y 

V 


V 


i 


/ 





•f. 




•r * -*i 


HAY 

2 8 

J923 

£2^5*233 

>jLv>y 

BUREV’ Of INVISTIOA 

MAY 2 8 1923 * 

. -Ti;tNT OF 


HC>oVB3R 

- t - ' • "'fv 

LI 


it "l ;; 

■ p. * V .. » s 




&3C«R»BD 




l \ rj 


X . — 1 ?. 






i 

K£\ 

& 

© 



J. BUItNt 



^Epartmeni af faatte 

Barnm of gni> estim at io n 
TOssinngten, g. (L v 


1 a* ■ • / m .7 • •«»• 2- * ' r if* a 

Ift-r •-? . - .'if. V: • - ** ' £ 

i- • •llS k r T " ■ * • ‘" '. >* »» .: 

? rr- v * $*V:/ 


May 25, 1923. ,- 

•' r •:• 

' -<■• * f'y' r yrs 1 


MEMORAKDUM FDR THE DIRBCyO ft 




✓ 1 ~ ^ i: ‘ . '7^ 


X >,* *> 


Thsre Is a serious situation on the 0 sago Indian 


■ ■"■$ *? 

•. . * f 

Reservation in Oklahoma. Itoeae Indians you will remember as .*.$;:■'■**■'■■■- 
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State wards of the Government and the wealthiest persons per 





capita for their claas in the country. On account of their 

.. i . ' ' 1 1 , 

oil ^rights they for some time past have been made the victims 


' • ¥*. < ■ '■•»■ 


24 

25£*’^ . - 

26 “'jN 

27 #• 7. . y^ 

** «. oil rights they for some time past have been made the victims - *•" 

*. Tv , of murders and other outrages and are now especially being worked - ?•»***• 
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upon by 411 sorts of elements endeavoring to procure appointment 

if * ’ * r 

as guardians , only to Either murder them or procure their income 
‘ .in other ways. ■ 


This matter was brought to our attention by -the Indian 




Office a short time ago and referred to our Oklahoma office for 

t • 

investigation. Tip to date the investigation has been handled b§r 


., - .• - • \ .« 

Agent Frank V. Wright, but the progress made has not been entirely 

• ,J»V' ■ ** M'j 



satisfactory for a case of this magnitude. The Agent in Charge 

*A-. 

at Oklahoma City explains the necessity for a specially qualified 

argent, also states that Mr. Wright had to go on thirty days leave 

. ]&■.*{' ' w ; • * ■ 

Br ahsenoe without pay, which has delayed the investigation, at 
^ ■ T& 5 1'® • ' - ■ -• 




that Agent Weiss -is in court. 
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||Pf In looking oyer the field it v&e thought that Agent 

Tile ox of Detroit would be the beet teen and telegraphic inetn 
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hare been Issued for him to confer with the Attorney General '$*% 

Oklahoma who will be in Chicago tomorrow, Saturday, This'" 

.' Sl > .. <. . \* ,,? *► .' /:. 

-'-• •’*•>.?;. v*|f 

accordance with the personal instructions of Mr, Grim* Attorney 


General Short will wire the result 'if his conference, so that 

definite Instructions may be issued. ' ''"M •, 

,* * • • i v *.d3h^is^" 

Respectfully. ■ 


?■*«$-> 




J* , 


7^- »f * IT. 


nt+4i 


!* ;. > :x t ,-;\.y'r_ ^ 


i? > •:> 


Ol-*? 





\<A 


*WM» 


I fay 26, 1923. 


Hon, Charles H, Burk*, 

Coa»iasioner of Indian Affair*, 

Washington, D, C, 

Dear Sin 

I am enclosing copy of a report rocsirsd fron 
our Oklahoma office, together with a carbon copy of a 
letter I mm today add reading to tha Agent in Charge th*ra, 
with regard to th* Indian Guardianship matter, which Z 
understand is in accordance with your deeirsa, 

I will keep you informsd as to developments. 
Very truly yours, 



Direal 


Eno, 12291 
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*e no e , is made to file in the atoove titled , case • 


occasion to 6 onfer it h ; J8R.;5 joIqj 
e#iiTe~ Agenoy/ on other matters today i • and incidentally ^ 


Renditions prevalent in Osage County, knowing that HR* MORAS 
Employed .or had worked on the AUHA , - , RQWl< murder case in 1921,« «*** u» 

is cussed the case freely and .finally- volunteered to , loan hiS file 

\3Sb& V : v* V V‘ 


n • vv xu^uy UVM. WA-A.-A WVAWV a.* ^ — » , 

~ V; ;• ■• . .;* V ’ V‘ 

jwfct for . such information as Agent might toe stole to oh tain theref: 


^i ; in view^of the fact that the ‘murder of ANM 3307/3, in 1921, was 


^toput the first 'of a series of sub sequent murders, wherein the sam # igd 
^yeythat jprc&npW the. murder of Ail, A 3R0W3.is evident^ }n. those that: 
§^w®a land. 'which were/ finally* Climaxed, hy the nitrogi^^^;^|^| 
•^^^^^airfax. Agent accepted -.the offer of- MR. I10RAH * .*• f 

HE*. ilk# MO&AK et'tted that in view of the feot that privl|e 

, • > - >• ■,.*• . 


tie prosecution, as well as himself, were of the opinion that^jtw^ 
‘tide 'could not toe had in the lower oourt, none of the evidence, in ;! 


: ■.}3 r r\ \j -’ 

;^e fif. jpo ssession r t that time was ; 

sensed* at the preliminary hearing 
w / 

anAjERREST 3ARKHART 


DO NOT WRITS fH THESE SR ACM 


iMCNO. 


jL-SMIE? were, -a 


-* -has beroht furnished to: ^ - ■ 

3 v fc V/ashlngton; Jfe 3 file 


BUREAU OF INVEST! GATl <-r n I- 

' JUN 4 1923^, M I^erai. 

DEFART rttNT OF JUSTICE iff 


^arjownieotr .^ : 
#UL 2 - f923 


ROUTED TO: 


HOOVgR 


Ml 












* 7 . fright 


Hay ^8 , 19£3. 


. . #xM' <&*'■■%> •*•• 

'*' ;*acquitjfd hearing. ’, KR; KQB.M . 7 stated 



ft? *’ 


'r*. tflw * hf*$z **£& 


that, in 


hel ind the BARKHAB 2- brother ^ in the lower, court e 




even' tol&h^ Slat* lot Court, for the reason that no attest has 

•* .’ • 4 ^ l , . '^ " t *' . .*. **;%•" , \\ ‘^ * • * ® -Jliu ?* .' c eift fe 

d« ! to ^furt i >a r pros ec ut e the B ARld&ItT d e fendant 



|(Si 6 1 a i'%kgen t - ga the r a that MR * MORAS was in the emploty, o 
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OS ieteetiTe Agency in 1921* The . GUSTAPSOS agency Is atth* 

,. y v *;• ■■;-■' . t ■ •'■ ■ '.: ■ % .-. L^"' - i 



age Indians, that "private detectives are now and have teen .for *^4-. 

./*’ * . •" . ■^zT'' ’■/ t 

me drawing $30*00 per day for investigating these murder s , aased^t 

jT*w* 


The following summary of evidence appears in the MORAS file; Same 


* -% 


eS&enoe of voluminous reports made “by private detectives 





v* : . ; 

31^;mC®A 5* GB3TAFS0U , R. H. ROBERTS, CJAAJDE SANDERS ana W. E. BRACKETS .and 

. ;■• v „ • ;. • . ...-■■ - ^ 

3 3 •^covering & period of about three mouths: 

J 5 i^^ind'lng of the tody, 

w w^ s"* ■■ ■ ' *'■ • 

* Ellsworth , Andy Smith A Oma Smith, while out hunting for equir^-Tj^ 
Jem^feisA’on Three Mile Creek, which is about three miles east of Jt^ 

3$. the- fornsoon of May 27, 1921 found the body in the. bottom 

o reek*: Andy Smith first, found the body and called- the", o tMr #* 
were unable to identify the body and went to Fair f a± # aod ,.^'pd^t ea^g 

42 £3§Jhe matter and Scott Mathis went to the place and could 

4 3 r^bhe .body* Mathis reported the finding of the body to the fra^horse^>®p 
* J * ^IMidne and the body was identified by Bill Smith and his wife who ^wa 4 ^ 


44 

4 5 W biro t her- in-law and’ sister to Anna Brown identified body. 

46 - 


v** »■ 




* 7 /’ fjraoiag "fe tack to’_last. time., ^nna Brown was seen alive. 

4 ® ;0ii the morn in* of May £2, 1921 s about 3 A. M. Mrs. George James a whtt*] |. 
49 ^ woman .who. lives about two blocks from Anna Brown heard two people ■qpaxw;* 
5 0 ' t relinj on' the mad n road*betwe en Fa irfax and Ralls ton just ' south; of WP*f.% 
51 « jwnesaiousl;' and heard the man ! say ,? get into this oar Anna" end, {her 


• ifrid the mart is described, by her as being tall, and slim; wedrit%^ 

^^^h^lighV sh irt , trousers w ith out a, coat and a white o owb oy ha t, - 
5 -? that «h* know a Bryan Burkhart and from .what she was of the man4;rh: 

^j^^lie ^ouid say it was Bryan Burkhhrt. Mrs. James made this’ sta^emen^>A^ 

; L — a-g^- - 

t. '• SC--. •• — ■ ■■-*— J ajj^atk <*£**.■ *• f yttit&i! HR 





car and not a Ford* , v * i,->j 

ht of ' May 21st , 1 921 * 

« $• 'Jomp & Fred Wheeled were sitting outside of | 


13 Wonaa-Jidtel, i^i Italston, .Okla. , about between 8 i 9 £. M* \ln,. 

1# May "8!, l^Sl and saw a Bulck touring car drive up** 
the men and called Joe by name and "Hello Joe" and 
16.^fie3rs she could gdt . something to eat. Mc&uire recognised the ^$aji 

» n ‘J&UA &2V*. ■ .- a oviA aaI l n £4 ifi* < m r. 4 f he ^ ^.n 


'Ai.J* WV ¥VHfc Ml 


*. AlUiCk 1 V. U . CM4IS W4i,uu >4 94 A-IAU4W# JX^A » uux* V wv vvwb MV* Vi 

1 * ^pft^ujfbxt and the car drove off. M McGuire described the man as i heli^ 

.young man bearing no boat-; light shirt arid /a 
20 ?^SV, 7oheS did not recognize the man "and ;i|dmah- In the car. at first 
2V-§*aeh Mc&uirs .‘called her name asked McGuire if that was Anna Brown and 
2 2 V^IgGruirem said it was. Jones then a3k»d if that was Oda Brown in tot “ 
2w?J*ay with her and McGuire said no. Jones who knew Anna well then got 
24 ^nd said that he would, go down and talk to her hut before he gp.£ 

25&%hW man came out of the restaurant and got in the oar and .they drove ? 

rv»-- 

2|y\rviyQS*fr Vftf>ovni*Ad Anna Brown and said the description as given by Mq 


2 r S3W# er recognised Anna Brown and said the description as given by Me 
2p^f^^a'^aa , goo& hut described the features of Bryan Burkhart tut at . 

3 0 ir *t-did mbt mention the name; latter when talking he said that be w 

H ice’ll acquainted, ti e Burkharts and knew that it was Bryan Burkhart 
32 t Wheeler and Jones and McGuire are certain that it was a Buiok oar 

i'SM’Y ; ' • ‘ •• / 

34 wfheeier was positive of the date. ilcGuire said that it was Friday Cr.^ 
3S ^Saturday night, but to satisfy himself he said it was the [night that a 
3* *%e*tftia picture was being shown at the theatre and that he went tw the 

oar went p&at and the date of the show was on Saturday 
3 tyj Ef gRl? t 81 ; 19£1 . Jones £s ho t positive as to date , but .states it 
3 tw«3 aU«o»t week before Oda Brown staved all' night at the hotel and h#T 
l?Viw3 there on the night of May ;27.‘ lVBl*v , . ‘ r. / > ■/’ 


the r eon the n lght o f May 27 * 1 VB1 «» 


4 ! Saturday at Grayhorse: ; >v v >0- , k. MJ&L 

jf j^atur day ‘morning Anna Brown got Bob Carter a taxi driver At Fairfax 
4e f?drlve her over to Grayhorse to spend the day with her mother who lived p 


4 f ; %^-3 ,> * . t •••. „* i v | \ y 

• H^th'% Bp right , a young white girl ?as employed at the Burkhart bprae * f 
QO« j a S^h o use keener end states -hat on this date she - saw Anna 
* \ ■ Browh £r ouBt t he r e and Anna w a b dr i nki ng k th a t Anna did not come 
5* ^t'rnkt noon but did come in latter and lunch ^id that waetih^^r 

«?* plioe :gdl afternoon and . about 6:30 Anna oama In the . kitchep; fOTlp.,. 

ii JiMk.d^iarttia -to go to tha. v store yhich was about a quart^r^ of 
S WSaj - '’ aril" cail' a tail for her. Hart Ha told. Anna that she was bnsj,get- 
llWm.Wfct ^ could not §0* VAhna ^nt^on out ln the .othe^part of 
house and latter Mrs. Bur^nar-s came; -m uxio. ua^u aai ® : 

I^f^^^ptaoed the. o loan.; clothes .as She wanted to get a clean apron . for ^ : } 
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;_, . Special Agent V/Uoox of the ‘-il 
•'' ' ' '••:■ ■ ‘ ’ _ . ^ 

Detroit office was assigned to this ' : i. 

V ■ : . "\: : ■ i . f *' - ;•- r *. ’' i-i| 

q% 36 sometime ago;, cams • to Washington 
and was instructed personally by the - ^ 

■• v •>• ■. ' f .1 

Director to proceed vith the investi- 
gation immediately following his answer 
t o a subpoena in 
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62-6035 


Jane IX* 1923. 

U3)L)te$WU TOH Mi GjXIU 

I aa enc losing herewith. for 
your information* oar bon o opy of a 
report reoeirad fro* our Oklahoma City 

office, dated May 3Iat, with regard 
to the oaae of BI 1L SMITH, et al # 
Coaepiraoy; Murder of Oaage Indiana. 
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62*5033 


Jana 11, 1923. 


Honorable Charles H« Burke # 
Commies loner of Indian Affaire, 
Deiartaent of the Interior, 
Washington, B,C. 

Hy dear Sir; * 


I am eneL ©Bing herewith, for your 


information, carbon copy of a report received 
from oar Oklahoma City off ioe, dated May aist, 
with regard to the ease of BILL SMI fa, at al. 


Conspiracy: Murder of Osage Indians. 
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June 25, 19 :3. 
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Wr. 9* 0* flftdliyi 
t* 0* »*x 125, 
OklahfttaB City, Okla. 

B**r Sir: 


flM«» rofer te the matter of Cftftgft Indian Guard lane hip . 

ji* 

and adrlM re what, If any, pragras* Is b’in*; radJ, aft Acaiatant 
Attftrnfty Osmftral Cria 1ft particularly int. seated. 
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July 10, 1929# 


con 




Findlay 

federal Build! ag P~ 

Oklahoma City Okls, ‘ ^ 

Agent Wiloox delayed account court oases an substituting 
Weakley froa Cincinnati wired today to proceed report to 
you on Osage Indian case stop Hare hi a oomnunloat# with 
Attorney Sen oral of State in addition to examination evidence 
already procured stop An anxious this setter be expedited 
Xiew of delay as Indian off! os and Assistant Attorney 



deneral Crin interested stop two 


t 

4 


wans 


•-V. 


« i,’ 


-2 




m 




? '4 x ^- f 

4 ; 


i BURN! 


W_. , 

i.'-i 

6^>;vi, 


Usparirnsni r.f gastic* 

Bnixau of $taurs ligation 
TOasbingtan, §. & 


l 2' 


r 


ita-w 




l, akv:‘.^ <*a > 

J 0 ^f & ■ v ' ' r 

: ' ' Directi 

fejk;.; 7 ‘ 

-y A •. •^/0‘.\ the re. 


■ - Jui^rii 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR . HOOVER /h^C) * 
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7 * A '*^V, . 

*“ ■ v Vi ■ ' irf -\"'*‘ 

*«iy U -■.*’ '■ 

25 ,^n^> > 

40 *■. '%-'-^-'QN 


?!vm& 

30 +K*Ra ; 

32 

>3\ r ¥i* 


rV .;i 3T X ■ 

\ 


)e|W y T 


;'■; ’ .Vr- Do you know whether 4 ' it la the ifcte ntion 4t jhjj Ly^ 

r Director to hold this investigation in abeyance pending „ 
the release of Agent Wilcox from his duties at Detroit? 

■ { If you will remember, this is the case in which Mr. Crim 
was particularly interested and in fact anxious about 
3f‘ because of the delay* 

■ ;£ ‘ '■' '' 7 •{'- '•• .. ' ',; 

■’ From Wilcox's letter attached he will not be . 

V x . ■ • • .>:' ^ ..... . 

w i • . 

'available for some time, as in addition to the case settlor 
j July 18th before the Grand Jury he must also appear later 
^ " in other, cases, and I very much fear the result e on the 
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* "PaWhuska, Okla. , June 28 ; 1921 


i. - * v: * • j». 


fa*5 


^^lowing instructions of "the Hana^dr I left Tulsa at about tpn O fclcKi! 
arrived in pawhusfca at out twelve thirty , and went and talk with ‘ 
tt t' Ah 1 h aA -it: wrmld Tift best to finend th« ' £fi.v J in PflW 

^tiska getting the facts in this case. I went to see George Parris, a 
tailor who has teen here four years. I inquired as to, Bed Burgess, a 
*he> told me that he knew him and that he was & gambler and "bootlegger an 
Si! -around crook. He also said that Hark Switcher was also crooked*! 
jlf ter learning at out these two men 1 started in to get evidence as to 
their whereabouts i I found that about ten days ago that Bryant Wester-*, f 
man, wlo was a pal of the above two men received a letter that wa£ f 
warded! to Westerman at Ardmore as he was supposed to go there • 

ilifais^lr'y and fina, what I oan lniegard to Anna Brown getting '*! & 
e^ivof gwitoher the night. ah. was killed. I discontinued about . . 

P. A v <rV. - . '-v'. ! ... // !;’•• - • .• % ' ' \ j 

v ^^"ifclrfer, Okla.% June 29, 1921. \ •££ V.f 


a. 


■ 


m 


«•** *Sr\iM' v.#Kf4 ' % 





? i I sp& 23 M the day .in Pawhuska and talked with various people* I 'taJ3Ge^J|| 

8 with tJS County Attorney and, the Sheriff, also to’Mr . Johnson the Jat.~T- / ’ 

9 ; ^-torney^for the administrator , and they seem to think that we, 

10, naftjies tiientioned in my report, BurgesS, switcher. 

111 that she got in their oar the night she was Jf .*&i 

12^ '^Mvwf Inf oration that these two xnah are^inor near Br f pkwrr idgi* 1 f exasly 

1 V ‘ « I 1 4- 4-W -raja ~ '■' mV . rfifcl 


16 ,;^r oaae'ito Fairfax with Mr. Johnson and connected with. Mr.' S. Sv IT* ant 
1 7 J |f®e -seems . to think that we should do a little work here.; arid then prc^# 


l ®I sbjably take' up th<f Texas olue t ¥e ,laft pawhuska shout four thirty this 

VArJ'^ ■'» -y*> \, m' * ■■/'•■ till • _ X. J _ i.J L ...4 J -i. 11.1 :'A. — M'*- it - _£l ,/j 


T ' * * ft-' -h.% , : H V : ' ■ ' l 'vr, ; v ; . .1 

23 J^j spent the .flay in Pairfsx with Sam Talk* Mr. Mathias and.;. the ^Sheri|Tl^^p 

24 v sli working on a olue that seems to be a lead on the case. An. Xndi^*P | 

25 i girl from Caw, Okla. gave a sworn statement that sometime between the'j*sj| 

26 2nd and^ 6th of June that Hose Osage told her that she had killed Anna -jV* 

27 ^Brpwn* and that Hose threw her olothes in the creek as they were coverSl 

H -shf. 8 aid that they shot her in the top of the. he ad ^hilii^^M 

2 ^\ bdie wsw in the oar and then put her out. She also swore that she had' If* | 

30 talked, with Jimmy Six on the same day, and that he had told her that ^Jg * m 

31 ^pse killed Anna and threw her out of the oar, and that Jimmy stated <5 

32 they were in bad. " • ■ 

34 j[r. Matthias has the original affidavit; I discontinued about eleven 
3 f jb^look;* .t,*" • ' f - ■■ i v. 

v V ^ ■ 'i-,, -Fairfax, 0*la. , July l.^lSElwy.^M^ 

3 “ ^ gotup at* six A* H. and had .breakfast and went to see Sam Talk am 

’ the client, and as there had been no new developments began to workVe®| 
*i ja man by the name of Lester Copelahd, a tailor that had been taking |®| 

42 Ijgreat deal as to what he knew but Said that he was not going tor tell- .^31 

43 r anyone as he wanted the reward that was to he paid. The Sheriff and I?|f 

44 decided that he did not know anything, hut Mr. Smith a h rother- in-law ; 
of the dead woman seemed to think that he did, as he had b een rf telling' X jj 

*5 that he had the evidenoe about complete. I got hold of Copeland and 
ll till him that if he knew anything he had better tell the Deputy Sheriff 
44 ’ as he 'could not get the reward without going into court, and besideh he - | 

4 « might Aalk himself into jail making these statements; then Mr.. Smith fj 


?? . went Id seelhim and after they had talked fe while they sent for ^he De* * 
cv puty fceriff, and they sent for me, but after talking with him ww^found 
^3 that 4 e did not know anything .of value in this. case, s, 




• "' ■* * i » 

' • ■ • • ’• ^ " -* I * 


cc ^ ebomili have the same theory as many others that Bose Osage .killed 
| 5 ? *^her because she was jealous of her » but I have not found any evidehoe 
t <v to. -show they were together the night of the killing, however, we are 

I ^i-^felng to follow Cut this theory." Discontinued about 10:30 
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"Fairfax, Old a. , July 2, im. / ?3F3Mfe! 

- : v ~ CkSV 


ning.after a conference with the pliant and. Mr* Mutchinsoj 
'* L: ;hBP 'to. Pawhuska andg do wh&t?w* oould, and th#£ discos* 
j^*th e 4th of July • Wa have decided to run the e vljfcgc f j 
ge^qut l?y the. use of a dictograph, whioh we will 4o &9f% 1 


^v.jpafrhuste rdjj' talked with the sheriff and he is of ' the 
gess and Switcher are guilty in this case and he is working* 

“ ory., EeVdoes not put much confidence in the theory that HOBe^vsSga 
or faom8 \ of ; the killings • v* > * /'• ■ 

, ; •*; - :. f ■ • - : f 'V xV : v 

decide ato return to . Tulsa uni i 1 . after the 4th a; s it ^ 
tini» to try’ this during the two holidays, so I re turns# . to 7 Tul6.a M 
[ieoontlhued at seven o* clock after reporting to the orfioav 1 |^^J|p 

r'Z*.*-:. ‘ BEPOHT OF OPERATIVE 50. 4 6: ■;: 

^ ■■♦A* ‘ •, - ■ ; / v-: ■ 


v’ 

';V . 

' T, i 

Jp*yrs> ’ 


"Arkansas City, 'Kan., June 34* 1921* V> v .- 

i v ■;.; - • v ^. - ' .-v',.. ;. 

"lE^Teft rawhuska today at IE: 50 and arrived in Arkansas City at four 
v i.f\nd aa XVoould not get to Fairfax until morning I discontinued for, 
^hllayenroute," , ^ ,. v ' , \ 

,v|- •':% 'it . "Fairfax, Okla. , Jimd 25, 1921.;^wJ| 

wJg' r" '"• : '* f * • >• ■ ; * - - ■ 'i 

Arkansas City at 8:30 A. M. and arrived in Fairfax at 10:30 Af; IU 
"“lire I got ‘in communication with .Hr. J. S., Mathias at his store^ X ^ 
,p e <jae s ted h y the cl lent to wait aro und wh i le they, were making^fai/ f.. 
Instigation into some telephone Calls*; This was the call fro^^eiii^ 
/tbi* to ;’Anna“3rown in Fairfax, tut did not want me to appear in the^ia^ 
-|feBtlg4tlon as I em working "under cover"* 

then put in the time about, town mixing with the taxi driVe'ti?£ p 
t fighters and rounders in general, and from anyone who expressed t 
'selves. they seemed to think that Hose Osage was in some way implicate* 
v . i« this murder. There ‘was much talk that she .was in with those people; 
' : hhd that Hose was jealous of her and in a drunken row they killed her*, 
'.^discontinued at out ten?. M." f:-' 

T > - / "Fairfax, Okla. , June 26, 1921. 

* ijjbiay Jx spent the time at out town mixing with the element referred to % 
"yesterday* ‘tut learned nothing further ahout the matter than reported 
^i^disooStsinued -at out 9:30 ?.. M* " , y .. , ^ . • • v „ • 

r *^; • t-V "3ThSxAx Ponca City, Okla.j. ^uhe,,^ 

1 : :• *• ^ 

, This "morning the client told me that the investigation into the tele- 
I'phbne call had brought no results and I shoul a proceed to' locate Otis 
























to Pawhufeka 10. p. M. M 




.. :-; - c yym^^9Zl. : ' : .^i:.|p||| 

rS^Sl^^lxrfeaUgation of this matter I met Officer S^P^.feoS 
^vlio ft 5 tatfoh and talked with him at out information that he hm4.’Sip^ 
Jsjkved. .V'.fie^aitiggaBted that we ball on fir. Vaughn and <*• went .. tbgefchb^ 
Jto, Vaughns . o'fifio e . Vaughn who 1 b well J ao |uainted wi th the^ndliSj^Jf^ 
IfeeA tba$, hib real inter e a t in the 6 as e ‘ was to reach and 

y ■ P^> secutedi Mr. V aughn stated tha t a toy who was a taying at /ala 
ibiiseT o iyffriday / or Sa tur day night of May 13th or 14th said, two.' ahojj^l 
ben ? 10 and Xi oolook at night Jon the hill were hear4j^lOaa^tg|| reSfe 
£ £ dy w &a- found . Mr • Vaughn > stated -that he has ' t 


■i wM; toisM . , Hr* Vaughn Stated^ that he has. 
rag* about the ease and the impre s si on tha t I got /was ' 

& Tamil nothing relative to the killing of Charley ' Whiteh03S^nd|SS|M , i 
eased herself as anxious to assist In the arrest of ...the 
Mr. Vaughn says that Minnie Savage came to him in the interest o iS{ jjj§ 
the man Jess Bundy and stated to him that she did not believe Bundy 
guilty of any connection wiih the ease and asked Mr. Vaughn to try 
get Bundy, out of Jail. Mr. Vaulin and myself then formed a plan ofjgbip 
ting the release of Bundy and allowing Minnie Savage and the others ^10* I 
mij^ht ^s-oo nne otea with Hattie Whit shorn and Minnie Savage in oopned j 
/tipn; wi th” t his oaee to go to Oklahoma C ity where the y se eme d to all mcp| | 
gather and allow* an operative to keep in touch with all parties leaifcvi 
JS^^Sr. V&ughn'e bffice I oalied on Mr ^ ‘Leahy who is assisting 
~ roeecution of ,|hs case and gave him & report of work to date^JMr# ! ^*ifl| i 
eahy was leaving for Oklahoma City thiB A. M. and informed me that 1pJ|| 
t qeUld;te reached at the lies Huokins Hotel and that should the operative^ 
v-^hile ^working in Oklahoma City heed any assistance that he could \ 

Jfuund there* I then oalied on the County Attorney Templeton* andjf^i^T i 
^tu plan as to Bundy and the others and he thought 33 the ^plaugo«- t 
"^d„ rfugge s t ed that Minnie Savage sigh Bundy's bond for his Appear anoa^t $5 
which ^innie' a onr e9d to do# Bundy was released from Jail.ahout B - 

^Mi£jale Savage had informed me that she was going to Okia# City in 
^■a^omotile^ with a friend who lives in okla. City and was 3^oprie^f@»J^| 
/the Haveland. Hotel • -^hout 3 o'clock she met her friend and they ' drb 
tout of town for Okla. City. During the morning I had connected with bun 5 
.^office .in Tulsa and instructed operative $4 6 to come to Pawhuska on.tw * 
-1st train and he arrived in Pawhuska 3:10 p. M. I gave operative £46 t; ,• 
1 instructions to go to okla. City on the night train and to locate and 
/keep in touch wi^h Minnie Savage and such persons /as she meat while,/ in 

ai-n* Ai4*r* If* yivi 4 a Oowc^S 1 t HQTfVmoVfi A Ti QYlAtBA^ *fcn 4* YkhfiYU* i 

ball from -her I went to her house and she informed that her purpose in ‘i 
Sgoibg-ftb Okla. City was to locate the man Dewey Sutton gnd also*|o get < . 

such ^formation as she could relative to Hattie Whitehorn and JBattle , S ? ’» 
7 \,-r*nthrfr J Minnie S&vasre said that Sunday she had gone** out to the conn- -a 


‘hroth^r* Minnie Savage said that Sunday she had gone*> out to the goun- i 

^ V »W« Sutton worked .and talked to Mr. Osborne and that h • 

> orated her hates as to the time Sutton was in Pawhuska and forked i , 4 

bin. • ; - ■ ! 


Information' f roi polio, and also Iron Mr. Vaughn that at one tiro. 
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July 13,1523. 
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information relative to Charley Whitehorn on Friday nigh 
ipppjjed to have die appeared. Lookout says that he -was J 
■ibi ^narae of Means that . Charley .Whitehorn and Hoy i£akoa 
T on main street about 10 Pi M. and that they were | 

KT was taken out ^of the ear and the oar drove oft fi| 
in the aar* This was a taxi but was unable to learn ;whe tb* 
fas. JI began" Looking for ifceans hnd learned from his Uaclfejk 
:n-3arti e s Till e but wo tad r e tarn in a few days . prior fo’ Jphi 
^Oms took had. received aome information that a te raster had repo 
, * « * is~he dame into town late Friday evening May 13, that a .awn stepping 
the foot^of 4 Dial Hill and j&akedhim if he knew Charley ^ 
l^&^aaked i.t ?he bad seen him, .The teamster, told him he 'had ..fL, ^ 

remarked that Charley Whi tehorn* wae^io me et him that evening^ 
r man .who fhr dished the iiaoima^idn-^as iiSabLe to get ln touch with 
party who told him and we were hot able . to locate this teamster* w db 
noon while at the police station I received a phone call from , 
ter, under sheriff, and he asked me to meet him at the foot ok 
steps on Ki-He-Kah Hill as he came from the court houses ! had me 
! tioned to him my suspicions as to Whitehorn moating someone on the hi 
V and he brought me some information that had oome to their- off 
j L *wS^freported by, a man who they could not. remember his name that th 
"’was a teamster by the name of . johnBton living on or near Dial Hill 
«£fchgt the teamster had a daughter who was employed in the telephone of- 
'pf £ce. This party reporting as to Johnston did not tell why he though 
fdf Johnston in, connection with the killing of Whitehorn but said that | 
*bis only r • aeon * Johnson should have an excuse to get sore at a person > 

■h' that he would net hesitate to kill- Cotter suggested that as Johns toaf 
^daughter was employed at the telephone office and that the most^of 
' girls employed a t the telephone office were sometimes questioned as 
‘ Vl? actions and that there was,, possibility that Charley Whltehom 
ght .have jaet the . Johnston girl add that they had gone i*p 'ox£:|fl^£* 
together and that Johnson Buapio lone d the girl was tgoihg wpong 

* and he may have been watching them and followed them up the hill. > J 
X-case auoh had happened it was probable^that Johnson would hays killed 

* any man,’ under the circumstances.,, This party mentioning the ]S _ 

-says that he does not know the Johnson girl and that she may jSSJ 
k Suspicion but reported that anything might be worked out as to f the ou 
Xlo£ Charley Whitehorn* s' death. I made inquiry as to the* J ohnaou ■' girl j$ ? 

: from the police officers but they knew nothing of such a 'per son. k 
^young man who was acquainted with a great many of the telephone girls f 
^toid me that he thought he knew this girl and if it was the girls that?,; 
W® were looking for that it might be well to investigate further. She* 
was n|t of the kest of character however, I promised to locate 
d find out if possible what kind of a girl she was. I a? 

City from #46 and he rep . 

at the Cadalao Hotel kat 

„ % t through a party jijfea^ivee 

Jjjfc Dawhuska he had learned that Minnie Savage had said she wad Soaking f 
rifor this man Sutton while at Okla* City and she talked about the White -j 
Horn matter. : But there was nothing in her talk that would indicate j 
that she had any Interest except id locate the guilty pafty so that she; 
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July 13 , 1983 * 


ock accompanied me to the undertakers parlors to see Mr. 
era tire ;f 46 arrived in pawhuska noon today and made his 
ese reports contain nothing that would indicate that Jj' 
d^^SJpything to do with the killing and that her jr*fc 3 ©» to 
was to locate man Sutton. I met Mrs* 3 *rag* at 
J^ometoelc'Vs office and' had a long talk with her. She told ;i&a 
h^ %earched; 10 kla. City thoroughly for Button and mad* , in^ulr, 
Jail* both city and oounty and had looked through them T j 
% to , locate Sutton and Mrs* Savage expressed herself jidst '^chor 



w 75 P& 

- * ; -£3 


i ? ii%xrriho*d that Sutton was the cause of Whitehorn's death, 

to the information On the man John* ton 




X*4£o ; liam a rty thing ah out him * 
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"Muskogee , Okla. , June 87 , 1921 , 


, < . »A». . 

2s|ijieft Tulsa this afternoon for Muskogee to make an investigation as 

I : ^Vi X. mntt Ttan.T? Qnf. f.n« . :t. • , >1 ■ v'-.si» • **\ > 

< v MiQbM i/owv/ - - 
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at the , police station and other places gave me no definite in : 
"ma'tion except that such a man had been heard of around Muskogt’ei^ 
^va, the officers there what information I had that might he of inter 
eat to them. V I spent the evening around town and on the s treats and * 
l^the pool hails trying to locate him hut could not. I discontinued * 
Jafcbut 11 ?. Jt.*, . 

r . r : ••• \r -■ '■ ■ ' - 


imi 


>#?: 


"Muaxogee, u^-La. , June 


rs A 

CO 


. ' ■ 0 4m 
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I also” investiSl^ 


e a#* w 



I continued the inquiry aB to Dewey Sutton __ . - 

^investigated the name of “Cecil Halley hut could, no.t find ;h»;js 
39 -^f^way one that had seen a . party h y that name. I further Investigated^ 
Seat Office #f hut the records do. not show; that anyone there has recefin 
Sany mail hy that name* -There was a Basil Haley had been employed by || 
MvJ\ Hamilton in, & grocery a tor* at the, corner of Cherokee 
/‘from the Katy depot about a year ago , hut the place has change a : caBde 
^and I was unable to get in touch with Mr. Hamilton, who, la to he swort£ 

■ In as County Treasurer* on July 1 st and was busy in that matter. T v. r^t 

■■■■'£ ‘ « V - ' : r$i "■'■ 

^iater in the day 1 learned from a taxi driver hy the name of V. ?. 
^mer,' aliafc KkHSAS that &acy Dewey Sutton had been around Muskogee, Just; 
& shout time ago* and that he had been in and out of there often, oh ;i ;^ 
for ailing time r Kansas desorihed Sutton just as^X^have the descrip- 



tion 


him and said that he had a blonde woman with him hut did^hd^-, 

— . _ i,.. ... j ja, if U AirAMA« tr-Hrima * 1 4 vao o 4 * 4 -A 1 V rt.na/iff'bv.j ' 

jmo» wnere ne siia^ou. jlu jauoaukoo. o.i«uwi r?** v^.**^* ■> » 

‘ “ " that there were sever aV Buttons , 
_ _ a was one of them^|^That| 

>S .WOttii make inquiry and get as much information as he oould ahout 
- .... .., * - then discontinued. ** i • ; t 


4 ?©iio e /Capt^i n Homer Spaulding told me that the; 
lrv|,i T in|;»t ^oyntou and that he t*lievod that thi 


59 T,- 


and let me know. 

„ l-M 0 'f, ^ ■ ' 

?*$■ : i » - - > 
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"OkmulgSe , pkla. June 30 , 1921 . 
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■ >"■ "S> ,^ 5 v .; . s 

i_g inquiry aa to Dewey Sutton in connection with this ^ 

d- that there are some suttone living about, five miles 

east of Morris, and that they -have a nuniber of yelativea^tp 


i^SS. M.L 


* m >a'Jl£r. Carter', formerly an officer, and a weli to oil'jpSa| 
tol& mo that* he was well acquainted. wilfc these '3'uttona*^ 
the Opinion thatDtwey Sutton was one of the familyl? ibck* 4 Jfr 
ter goffered to tales his car and we would drive out and* interview 



" were hot people of a very good character, and that t^ey would. ^e 
ty of moat any crooked work. It was .too, late to go, to these pjad 
we -returned to Okmulgee. - //;. . v r "I' 

jct« Carter said that he would continue this investigation diMl r 
ne when I am in Okmul gee within the next week." v 

1 , \. ”Pawhuska , July 2, 1921. / ’ v - ’’ 

’.i-L ^ • <: ./* w;V ., 

SVi^^ulsa via kidland valley I arrived in PawhuekeL about noon, to-^f 
1; I learned from Mr. Comstock* s stenographer that he was in Okla- 
tbity and would not return until sometime Sunday. , , * <iSP- : 4 f®|_. 

..... ’ V ■■ ■ jM 1 , . ' - • ■•< . !■■ - ■ • ' . * 

_ _er Conference with the manager in Tulsa we decided it would be we 
to ,r investigate Earl Fowler who found the body of Charley Wbi tehorn. * . 
it is reported that he found this body by accident while walking over 
e hill known at* Dial Hill. It seems that Fowler is a bootlegger a 
os in pawhuska or is there a great part of the time ./ 1 talked wl 
ib&h who does, .the .pumping of the oil well on the hill and he , tP 
that Fooler had come up there to see him, and had walked hvey 
bruit where the body was found by accident and without any app 
reason for doing so. The' location of the body was about 150 to 200 
yards from the oil well and there was several storage tankwjje^^e^fha 
well and the place where the body lays. ... The general lay ox >he- 
such as to create a suspicion As to how it xhappened that Fowler found^ 
‘the body, and a possibility that he may know something ebout the 

•killing. . •,./ 

*>£: .'-■■■• ' . . , , ‘ v 1. 

*jihaxin& the evening I worked about town and learned that Minnie Savage % ' 
‘Tsiid been .to Okla. City during the week but did not learn the reason I: 
for bJr gping. J! discontinued about ten p. M." 

r$T ... . "July 5 ,1921. ^ 

$ ■ % •' 'iV/ * - : . ,*;*•, t . -V- x r * . * ?' y * ..».** . \ t* f 

aBliway from Pawhaska this forenoon, hut la th« afternoon ttr. Gaa^'. 
son* and myself talked with several parsons whom «e thought might * . 
ave some Information of value. Vie did not learn anything of any value 
ind he returned to Culsa at four £ * M. and I remained In Pavrtraalfc. 
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my 13,. 1923. 


00 ms took in the evening and went over the case with. him/7ahd 


d satisfied with our efforts in the matter. I spent thf^Ire -7 
lit town and will return to Tulsa in the morning as I 
in in Okmulgee on the 5 th inst. I discontinued about 

v ' : H ■ ,7 >-• -V "Pawhuska^ August 13th # tSkt* 

J^uetafson/and myself again taken up. the work of thiC/^nveitigat^ 
^JS^ tadrnsihg. ■>'. f v : 

-Eta-* . • - . . ... 


^ -dalle d OnHr. Comstock and talked to him relative to - the ^c^dThut’lh 
^ nothing- more than yesterday ; V ^,- Vl -' . • •• l ? 

: . • ■; f ; V, ; /- *;v- * - *?y ' 7 ^ . **; v, 


■<£Liir : '$" '■'%+' ' - .. ‘ : ' * .-:.V fc ' ■ ' '?<•' j'v •'' ' •>•• ’ \ •*"•• • r • «1<*i 

.v- ’■^ivr.j,. ■' -V : 7 : & .v-v 

*e then went to the County Courthouse and talked with iir« /5empletoa aa 
SjtrV J e f f e r ies ■„ ‘ and w en t o ve r the '/efitd e with: them . ■ •" ff J ^ 


mf. _ ^f. " A . '/ 'V. • 5 ', :* , . •' "-V ■ *-'■■■ • 'i ■ 

Mr.. Gustafson went home on the noon train; in the afternoon X^sar^ 
Jhat Eva Looland, a sister of Minnie Savages had h een trying th^7 t "in 
touch with Mr. Comstock and seemed very anzious to talk to him* > Coul4 
not lead her out as to this case and so waited until Mr. Comstock coul 

Mk to; bar. ' ” 4 • ; '" v 'v - • -.7- -7 • 


talk to her . .-■ -"' /v - & L " r ■ /■ 

s yj j/'. 1 -''? ’/• . . ^ *•' ••"' ..’■ •>.* •. ' * * '-'A ,w. ' -v,' 

. earned that Minnie and her sister Inez were using the two rooms in 
ks?ieme*nt of Minnie's house as, a plaoe to make dates and that they were 
[having Roy /looland do the soliciting. .1 spent some time during thevCv 
nihg trying, to ^locate this Inez so th at I would know when I w as wo rklq 
4>4; the oase as she has been quoted by Minnie as having said that Ines 
op»uld tell about where Charlie was last .seen or rather that he was/ aw 
$ f leave the /house on the night - that he disappeared in company wlth ^W 
iwey Savage. There is nothing., to sub stand ate this statement andmoJ 
in; that', Minnie made a statement later that shows that -this was abed 
•ly not tru«. 

r,. .. . Ste ■ . • . f V.1 J , • - ... . • V.. .n#. i ■■■;. fevWI : 

. ,4^'Tv..///:^/ ' '•■;'■ .H •', k • . .- - -V •. 

ot finding this woman, Inez on the street anywhere, I got in a car.wjj. 
hi Pire Chief and wo drove out to the swimming pool and 
'we a toft own'and 1 saw a woman with Minn ie tha t fillwa . the de lor ipt lc® 
that was given me Of Inez and I am sure that she is the one so we ra- - 

•.•turned to town . 4 ” V : %'%>' ■ // '^ 

i * ' - v . n : l . 

.< ■■«„-■ : • ,’~±r .» '* x . , ' 

While we were away there had been a snail fire and every one was ex- ■; 
cited and I could not get anything more tonight. w ' ' ' 

i5f.^ . ‘ ■•/> ..,•; •■•• ' .. ... ‘ ' Wp vh ' ■“.■■■ ‘ ; ‘; 

"Pawhuska, August 14, 1921. ; '*v<> ' / 

1 ^ '///• ' /' f -/^''/7ii 

nt tf the offioe of Mr. Comstock and we talked some time and I to Id" 
m abiut the woman trying to get to talk to him ye st dr day and he Im-v 
d lately called her up and she told him she would be right down* ^ 

e OamS down and talked to Mr* Comstock but was not inclined to tell 
efl S tory to anyone els e . Mr. C oraa took. have me the fo llowi ng inf o rma- 
that she; has given him. v w v ' ^ 
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talk with Hattie Smitherman and she seems 
questioned her at out the trout le that she 
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and had 
to me 'I 
t a d and 

would connect with this 
house where they can te 
then xkx Hattie seems to want 
Smitherman asks, which may te 
suspicious of Smitherman. I told 
as there is another family living 
house. 


OA Amo 
OC 7 


UJ~L£L 


to te willing to talk 
had with Hoy her hus- 
e is nothing that 
case; Smitherman seems to want to get into a 
more alone and have a place more like home and 
to te on the contrary side of whatever 
caused ty the fact that Hettie is still 
her to know which whom she was living 
in the two rooms at the tack of the 


I Later in the day I had a -far long talk with Smitherman* 1 find this 

j man to te rather open in appearance, free to talk about the case and 
I willing to tell anything that is asked of him. He explined his posi- 
j tion in the matter of marrying Hattie as teing a matter that was trought 
I atout ty Minnie Savage and put over almost tefore he realized what was j 
teing done 3 tut that after it was done he said that he thought that he 
| would make the test of it and get along with Hattie if he could he 
1 says that he did not know the woman tefore he married her tut that he 
has found her alright and is trying to make her a home and take care j 

i of her properly and also to try ana get her into a tetter class of 
people than what she has teen running with. Smitherman seems to have 
i teen well raised and have an amlition to te someone and is a good worker 
’teing a contracting painter and has a lot of good work here. He talked 
j of the two trips that he made up to see Savage with Hattie and said 
. that on the first trip that they drove u there in a Ford coupe and that [ 
they left her at night and got there about 11 p. M. and he went in the j 
house and laid down on a couch and slept until about four A. M. when 
| Minnie woke him up and they drove back to town; the second trip that the^ 
; made they drove up there in a Saxon car and took Minnie 1 s little girl and 
her little brother with them and did not stay there but a short time. [ 

| Smitherman says that he did not hear any of the talk between Minnie and 
Earl and that Minnie did not talk to him about what her purpose in com- 
ing up to see Earl was. 


Smitherman asked that we give him a fair consideration in this matter as ! 

he realized that stepping in at the time that he did that he had brought j 

suspicion upon himself but that he knew nothing that would be of benefit j 
in this oase and that should he he^r of anything he would be only too 

‘glad to give the information to me . i 


Minnie Savage came up while I was talking to Smitherman and seemed very 
much surprised when she saw that Smitherman was there talking to me in a 

^ A -£? J J3 in ^ J - 1 w » M n J 4* ^ 1 J VM y-k ^ + rtV, « TV* ^ A (3 Art A n *1 V A rt MA rt T-*1 V. rt V\ T — . rt rt 

(;u ux xuun ^ iui mumicr emu truxu lllo oxiclu onu w tui uo u i/v uaiiv vu mo waca x wao 

not busy. After Smitherman left I talked to Minnie for some time and 
her reason for coming to see me was that she wanted to see Earl and they 
had told her at the jail that she could not talk to him at this time and 
she thought that if I went and talked to Earl that she could then talk 
to him. I told her that I did not know that I really cared to talk to 
Earl but that I might and left the impression that I knew what I was 
doing which seemed to agitate her and she became angry and said that 
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